
Bendigo Uniting Churches Social 

Justice Group 

This is the first Quarterly Insert produced by the Bendigo Uniting Churches 

Social Justice Group (BUCSJG) for 2020 and the third for circulation within 

all four Bendigo Clusters. 

We thank them again for their support for this venture and, as before, 

invite contributions of their social justice activities. 

As for most activities, Covid 19 has caused delays/postponements and 

this Quarterly Insert is no exception. However, our Group continues to 

meet via the Zoom platform. 

 

SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP ACTIVITIES 

1. Meetings with State Government Politicians 

Late last year members of our Group met with Hon Jacinta Allan MP and 

Maree Edwards MP, Members for Bendigo East and West resp.  Issues raised 

with them included: 

• Possible use of now unutilised State Government assets such as primary 

and secondary school sites (e.g. Laurel St, Golden Square) as locations 

for social housing. 

• Adoption of a principle that when disposing of Crown land suitable for 

residential development, a Government requirement be that a 

proportion be set aside for the provision of social housing. 

• A provision in successive State Budgets for remediation work at the 

former Golden Square Secondary College site to ready it for possible 

use for social housing. 

 

2.  Involvement with the City of Greater Bendigo 

Advocacy for the City of Greater Bendigo to develop an Affordable, 

Social Housing Policy began in 2013. 

In Victoria, by law, the affordability of housing, including social housing, is 

determined by the size of the family income, family composition and 

location. 

Late last year the City produced its “Affordable housing: Background 

paper” for public comment. 



In March this year the BUCSJG responded with a submission which made 

recommendations regarding further procedures and policy content. 

Recent news from the City indicates progress on the Strategy has been 

slowed because of the pandemic with the original project time lines 

unachievable. However, work is continuing towards completing a Draft 

Action Plan. 

 

3.  Letters to Politicians seeking Change  

• To Lisa Chesters MP, Federal Member for Bendigo, seeking her support 

for the Private Member’s Bill on Climate Change being sponsored by 

Zali Steggall MP, Federal Member for Wahroonga.  Her Bill sought to 

provide for a more equitable, transparent and science -based plan to 

address the effects of Climate Change by mandating:   

    

1. A National Climate Risk Assessment 

2. A National Adaptation Program 

3. A Net-zero target by 2050 and 

4. Establish an independent Climate Change Commission 

The Covid 19 pandemic has prevented this Bill being presented to the 

Federal Parliament. 

• Following a response on behalf of the Federal Minister for Families & 

Social Services (Senator Anne Ruston) a further letter was sent to her 

advocating for an increased level of the Newstart Allowance (now 

Jobseeker) to be maintained when the Corona virus Supplement ends. 

• As a consequence of the earlier mentioned meeting with Hon Jacinta 

Allan MP, a response was received from the State Treasurer, Hon Tim 

Pallas MP regarding the provision of social housing in Bendigo.   As this 

did not address all the issues previously canvassed further advice has 

been sought from the Treasurer. 

 

4. Australia’s First People 

The National Aboriginal and Islanders Day of Celebration (NAIDOC) Week 

was celebrated in the first week of July, although much of its observance 

has been postponed until November, because of the COVID 19 virus. The 

theme for 2020 is Always Was, Always Will Be. 



Annually, since 2009 the Central Bendigo UC Cluster has been 

represented at the Indigenous Flag Presentation & Raising sponsored by 

the City of Greater Bendigo. 

Other Bendigo UC Clusters are encouraged to strengthen this sole Church 

representation and confirm that “Black lives do matter”. 

 

For more  information please contact Ruth Hosking (Recorder) at 

ruthbillhoskibg@gmail.com or 0434 466 381 or Garth Phillips (Convener) at 

garthcphillips@bigpond.com or 0405 811 218    
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